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jeremonies The Sundanese of the Eastern Archipelago drive golden or

t felling    siiver najis into the trunk of a sacred  tree for the sake of

expelling the tree-spirit before they hew down  his abode.1

They seem to think that, though the nails will hurt him, his

vanity will be soothed  by the reflection that they are of

gold or silver.     In Rotti, an island to the south of Timor,

when they fell a tree to make a coffin, they sacrifice a dog

as compensation  to the tree-spirit whose property they are

thus  making  free with.2    Before  the  Gayos  of Northern

Sumatra clear a piece of forest for the purpose of planting

tobacco or sugar-cane, they offer a quid of betel to the spirit

whom they call the Lord of the Wood, and beg his leave to

quarter themselves  on  his  domain.8     The   Mandelings  of

Sumatra endeavour to lay the blame of all such misdeeds at

the door of the Dutch authorities.    Thus when  a man is

cutting a road through a forest and has to fell a tall tree

which blocks the way, he will not begin to ply his axe until

he has said : " Spirit who lodgest in this tree, take it not ill

that I cut down thy dwelling, for it is done at no wish of

mine but by order of the Controller."    And when he wishes

to clear a piece of forest-land for cultivation, it is necessary

that he should come to a satisfactory understanding with

the woodland spirits who live there before he lays low their

leafy dwellings.    For this purpose he goes to the middle of

the plot of ground, stoops down, and pretends to pick up a

letter,    Then unfolding a bit of paper he reads aloud an

imaginary letter from the Dutch Government, in which he

is strictly enjoined to set about clearing the land without

delay.     Having done so, he says : " You hear that, spirits.

I   must" begin  clearing  at  once,  or   I   shall  be  hanged.'*4

When the Tagales of the Philippines are about to fell a

tree which they believe to be inhabited  by a spirit, they

excuse themselves to the  spirit, saying: " The  priest  has
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